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March / April, 2016 
 
Dear Salutation, 
 
As we begin our fourth year, we reflect on our mission and goals that we set when we first began: 

1. Stable operations for our day program serving 50-60 people each day 
2. Enhanced programs to advocate for members 
3. Rebuilding the physical plant 

We accomplished goals 1 and 2 thanks to generous donations from people like you. We have made excellent progress 
on goal 3 paving the way for more affordable housing in our community.  You are amazing and together we are making a 
difference!  
 

Your donations continue to support our mission to be the doorway to opportunity for homeless and working poor 
people. Your donations help provide basic safety net services, our member advocacy program, and our winter evening 
shelter program. You answered our appeals in a most generous way.  Please continue to support this critical work with 
your donation today. 

“If not us, then who? 

If not now, then when?” ― John E. Lewis 

Member Advocacy Report – More than Just Food! 

The member advocacy program now includes two full-time staff members and providing referral services for both 
general needs and needs specific to housing and employment.  Utilizing a new housing needs assessment tool we 
collaborate with Contra Costa County’s Housing program to help our members find housing.  The process can be 
daunting and wait is long.  While we wait, we help in so many other ways.  Some of our successes:   

 

Winter Evening Shelter 

We housed 38 people over December and March! Thank you St. Paul’s congregation for making it possible when the use 
of the Armory was no longer feasible.  We began the season with 29 members through December and then averaged 23 
people per night. 60 volunteers from faith & civic organizations contributed delicious meals – 2,988 of them! 
 

The community had a lot of concerns about safety and increased crime.  Statistics show the opposite.  Recent data 
shows the number of calls for service city wide dropped from 174 in December to 166 in January.  Calls related to 
homeless dropped from 57 in December to 37 in January. Only 3 of the 37 were from Trinity Center for assistance.  An 
indirect benefit of the evening shelter was that more than 50 people had medical appointments, flu shots and blood 
panels, 13 received mental health referrals.  For some, this was the first medical appointment in many years.  
 

Four people were reunited with family, 2 were transferred to transitional housing and 1 transferred to a recovery 
program and 1 moved in to an RV park out of the area.  Sadly, when we closed on March 12th, 21 people still had not 
found housing through no fault of their own.  We operated in the red by $20,000 requiring us to draw from our reserves.  
We are confident that through the generosity of donors we can make this up.  Please help.  Watch for our video of our 
final evening together on our website. 
 
Yours in partnership, 

  
Donna Colombo – Executive Director  

Yes! I want to help make a difference in my community! 
I know there are many ways to donate but I prefer to enclose a check 

Spring 2016 

  $50     $100     $250     $500     $1,000     Other $ _______    One Time  Monthly 
(Please make your check payable to Trinity Center) 

[Salutation] [Lastname]  

[Address], [City], [State] [Zip] 

 I would like to join the email list! 

 Email:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15479.John_E_Lewis


Trinity Center Walnut Creek is a nonprofit corporation under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
Tax ID 37-1706813. 

Second Annual Gala 
Attend our May 19th, 2016 second Gala 
fundraising event at Boundary Oak Golf Club in 
Walnut Creek. Tickets include wine and fine 
dining.  Visit our website for more information 
www.trinitycenterwc.org/events.  Funds raised at 
this event support our vital member advocacy 
program and housing security fund. 
 

Employment Program  

Beginning June 15th, we greatly increased the interest in employment throughout 
our membership. We set a goal of a minimum of 2 hires a month (which we have 
exceeded.) Our quarterly goal for assisting our members in obtaining employment 
was 6 members hired and we assisted 9 members in obtaining employment. 
 

Housing Advocacy – Afforadable Housing Needed 

Food is good but housing is essential -- help solve homelessness, advocate for 
affordable housing.  Join us in advocating for affordable housing in Walnut Creek! 

April 5th Special Housing and Community Development Meeting 
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. at Walnut Creek City Hall 

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 

Nothing is going to get better. It's not.”  

― Dr. Seuss, The Lorax 

St. Paul’s Commons 
Two years ago, we made a proposal to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church to build a new 
community center and add affordable housing units on the property currently 
housing Trinity Center. We are pleased to report that the parish of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, in recognition that their community service needs have outgrown 
current facilities, has been exploring the development of a new facility to house St. 
Paul’s Ministries, Trinity Center, community groups, and also provide essential 
workforce housing. St Paul’s development partner in this project is Resources for 
Community Development (RCD). The development of a multi-use building at 1860 
Trinity Avenue is to be named St. Paul’s Commons 

Visit our website to learn more.  Ask us for our blueprint! 
http://trinitycenterwc.org/community-center-affordable-housing-update/ 
 

Walnut Creek Community Task Force on Homelessness 

This task force meets monthly to discuss issues and concerns regarding 
homelessness but more importantly, we identify and work on creative solutions.  
Two of these efforts are 1) mobile showers and toilets, and 2) a permanent winter 
shelter. The meeting schedule is: March 30, May 4 and June 1 at 2:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church.  All are welcome.   
 

Staff 

Carol Lombard, Donna Colombo, Kevin Sugrue, Jessie Jones, Juliana Pooley 
 

 
 

Board of Directors 
Andrew Mekjavich, Dave Stewart, Helen Greenwood, Jerry Kaplan, Joseph Blackman, 
Ken White, Leslie Dawson, Mary Fenelon, Susan Alker 

 

Trinity  Center’s mission is to be 
the doorway to opportunity for 
homeless and working poor 
people. 
 

In 2015, you helped us 
distribute 8,200 articles of 
clothing, 18,000 food pantry items, 
served 18,000 meals, and provided 
4,100 showers and 1,700 loads of 
laundry. 
 

 

 
Stem Salon gives haircuts 

 

 
St. Matthew’s parishioners 

give holiday gift cards 
 

 
 

Warm Coats sponsored by 
Warm Winters 

 
 

 
 

 Use smile.amazon.com for Amazon 
purchases for 5% of purchase 
donation 

 Donate appreciated stock  (call for 
information) 

 Visit our website for more easy 
ways to donate:  
www.trinitycenterwc.org  

 
 

Thank You! 
 
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/886002
http://www.trinitycenterwc.org/

