Homeless Not
Hopeless
Trinity Center:
A Time of Tremendous Growth & Opportunity

Trinity Center’s Vision
A community that cares for its homeless people with compassion and provides a place of safety,
friendship and dignity. A place where everyone has the opportunity for abundant life; a place where
everyone knows my name!

Trinity Center’s Mission Statement
Trinity Center’s mission is to be the doorway to opportunity for homeless and working poor people.
We give care and hope to each one through supported access to services and resources. We invite
everyone to participate in our mission.

A Brief History
Trinity Center was established in 2012 by a small group of concerned and
compassionate citizens led by Donna Colombo, now Executive Director. Initially,
Trinity Center provided very limited services two days per week out of a small
house on the property of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church with a budget of $140,000.
Today, with an annual budget of $1.2 million, Trinity Center provides a wide array
of programs to an average of 50 members per day, five days per week.
Donna Colombo

An Organization on the Move!
With a solid track record and established reputation, Trinity
is poised to take things to even greater heights. In May 2018,
Trinity broke ground on its innovative housing project, St.
Paul’s Commons on Trinity Avenue, a partnership with St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church and Resources for Community
Development. Uniting affordable housing units – 44 studios
and 1-bedrooms – with the services and resources to elevate
individuals out of poverty, St. Paul’s Commons is a model
for other communities. Trinity Center, which is currently
operating out of a temporary location on S. California Blvd.
in Walnut Creek, is scheduled to move into its office to St.
Paul’s Commons in Fall 2019.
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Corporate Council
Co-Chairs:
Mario Mediati, Clorox
Carry Warner, F&M Bank
Trinity Center Corporate Council is a group of local businesses committed to
supporting those without homes and the working poor in our community. We believe
that, working together we can give the homeless and the working poor a “hand up” to a
better life.
The business community plays an important role in ensuring all local residents have the opportunity
to live healthy, happy and dignified lives. Whether you are in the restaurant, retail, financial, real
estate or service industry, we all share an interest in building a healthy and vibrant community.

With corporate support, we can help Trinity Center provide vital services and
programs to an underserved group of our community, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Day Shelter
Winter Shelter
Counseling
Member Wellness Plans
Meals
Food Pantry
Clothing Shed
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Membership
Levels & Benefits
Corporate Circle = $10,000+
•
•
•
•
•

List in annual ad
List on website
4 admissions to annual Corporate Council for the Homeless Breakfast
4 entries for Run for the Homeless 5K
4 tickets to “Night of Hope” Gala in May

Corporate Gold = $5,000-$9,999
•
•
•
•
•

List in annual ad
List on website
3 admissions to annual Corporate Council for the Homeless Breakfast
3 entries for Run for the Homeless 5K
2 tickets to “Night of Hope” Gala in May

Corporate Silver = $2,500-$4,999
•
•
•
•

List in annual ad
List on website
2 admissions to annual Corporate Council for the Homeless Breakfast
2 entries for Run for the Homeless 5K

Corporate Bronze = $1,000-$2,499
•
•
•
•

List in annual ad
List on website
1 admission to annual Corporate Council for the Homeless Breakfast
1 entry for Run for the Homeless 5k

Corporate Brass = $500-$999
• List on website
• 1 admission to annual Corporate Council for the Homeless Breakfast
• 1 entry for Run for the Homeless 5k
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Day Shelter
Trinity Center offers a safety net of basic human services that not only provide members healthy
meals and an opportunity to live dignified lives, but services and programs that help them receive
benefits and opportunities for employment and housing. Trinity Center serves people who are
homeless and those experiencing poverty. The Center is an opportunity for community and a safe
place off the street.
During standard business hours, members can come to Trinity to receive:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast & Hot Lunch
Showers
Laundry Facilities
Clothing
Mail and Telephone Access
Referral Services for Housing, Employment, Health Care
Help with Benefit Applications
Member Advocacy for Benefits, Housing, Employment & Substance Use Counseling

Trinity Center receives generous support from Loaves ‘n’ Fishes, local churches and other local
groups who provide food and prepare/serve lunch and several days a week.

Trinity Center • 4

Winter Shelter
Program
Winter nights are especially difficult for those without homes. That’s why our Evening Program
provides members with a hot meal at Trinity Center and overnight shelter at the Walnut Creek
National Guard Armory. In the morning, members are transported back to Trinity Center where
they can have breakfast. On the weekends (when Trinity Center is closed), members are provided
with sack breakfastllunch.
Trinity Center provides a warm and safe place to sleep for 38-50 members per night during the
winter months. We rely heavily on volunteers to prepare and serve dinner, provide transportation
to and from the Armory buildings and help staff the Armory overnight.

Trinity Center Winter Evening Program operates seasonally from
December to March
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Food Pantry
Trinity Center has an on-site Food Pantry where members can select up to six non-perishable
food items per day. The Pantry is open four days per week for two hours per day. On Thursdays,
when the Food Pantry is closed, members are referred to St. Mary’s where they can also receive
non-perishable food items to help feed themselves and their families.
Food for the Pantry is provided through the low-cost purchase of items from the Food Bank, as
well as food donations received by individuals, churches and other local supporters.
Trinity Center purchases food items from the Food Bank at a significantly reduced cost –
approximately 25 cents on the dollar. Every $1 donated spent by Trinity Center purchases
approximately $4 worth of food.

We are seeking a corporate sponsor to underwrite the cost to supply and operate
the food pantry.
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Member Wellness Plans
Because people without a home often struggle with health and employment challenges, Trinity
Center recently created a new “Member Wellness Plan” program. The new program provides
personalized wellness plans that offer a more holistic approach to addressing the challenges that
the homeless and working poor face.
Trinity Center has four professional Member Advocates who work one-on-one with members to
develop plans that support their goals in five key areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Finance (applying for SSI benefits, etc.)
Housing (completing rental applications, securing rental deposits, etc.)
Mental Health (on-site therapy, referrals to other mental health services)
Physical Health (referrals and assistance with basic health care needs)
Addictions (assessment, referral and support groups*)
Employment (resume development, interview skills, referrals to local job opportunities)

Trinity Center employs two certified substance use counselors who work one-on-one with members
and run two substance support groups per week.

7 • TrinityCenterWC.org

Clothing Shed
Every day, members of our community donate clothes and shoes for our members. A couple of
times a week, volunteers sort the clothing and display it in our Clothing Shed. Members are able
to select clothing items on an as-needed basis.

We are seeking a corporate sponsor to underwrite the cost to supply and operate
the clothing shed.
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Partners
Trinity Center is very grateful for the support of all our partners (partial list):
City of Walnut Creek

Kaiser Permanente Behavioral Health

Contra Costa County Alcohol & Other
Drug Services

Loaves and Fishes

Contra Costa County Health, Housing &
Homeless Services

Our Savior Lutheran Church

Contra Costa Interfaith Housing
Contra Costa County Public
Health Services
East Bay Housing Organization (EBHO)
Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano
Grace Presbyterian Walnut Creek
Hope Lutheran Church-Rossmoor
John Muir Health Community Relations
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Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church
San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church
St Matthew’s Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
Shelter Inc.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Walnut Creek
Walnut Creek Chamber of Commerce
Walnut Creek Downtown Association
Walnut Creek Police Department

Board of Directors
Thank you to our board for your endless support!
Susan Alker, Chair
Dave Stewart, Past Chair of the Board
Leslie Dawson, CFO
Mary Fenelon, Secretary
Mark Johannson, Finance
Gary Nordine, External Committee Chair
Andrew Mekjavich, External Committee
Iman Novin, Business Development
Nicole Howell, Board Governance
Molly Clopp, Executive Committee
Sandy Cruze, Data Analyst
Mario Mediati, Vice Chair
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Trinity Center Walnut Creek
1924 Trinity Avenue • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Phone: (925) 949-8712 • Fax: (925) 949-8713
info@trinitycenterwc.org • TrinityCenterWC.org

